Whole Word (and Syllable) Processes
Whole word and syllable structure processes are changes that affect the syllabic structures of the target word.
Final Consonant Deletion – occurs when a patient deletes the final consonant in a word.

	
	Examples
	

	
	
	

	Book [bu]
	Cap [ka]
	Fish [fi]


Unstressed Syllable Deletion – occurs when an unstressed syllable is omitted, often at the beginning of the word; however, it can sometimes occur in the middle of a word. This is also referred to as weak syllable deletion. 
	Examples

	

	Potato [teto]
	Telephone [tεfon]
	Pajamas [dзæmiz]


Reduplication – occurs when a syllable or a portion or a syllable is repeated or duplicated.

	
	Examples
	

	
	
	

	Dad [dada]
	Water [wawa]
	Cat [kaka]


Consonant Cluster Simplification – occurs when a consonant cluster is simplified in some manner. It is reduced by at least one consonant, and can also occur in the following ways: 1. the cluster can be reduced to one member of the consonant cluster; 2. another sound can be substituted for the entire cluster; and/or 3. one member of the cluster is retained and a sound substitution is made for the other member of the cluster. 

	Examples

	
	
	
	
	

	Stop [tap]
	Brown [bwon]
	Milk [mi]
	Park [pak]
	Snow [nou]


Epenthesis – occurs when a segment (usually the unstressed vowel [ə]) is inserted.
	Examples

	
	
	

	Black [bəlak]
	Sweet [səwit]
	Sun [sθлn]


Metathesis – occurs when there is a transposition (or reversal) of two segments (sounds) in a word. The order of the sounds is flipped.
	Examples

	
	
	
	

	Basket [bæksit]
	Spaghetti [pлsgεti]
	Elephant [εfəlлnt]
	Ask [ax]


Coalescence – occurs when the characteristic of features from two adjacent sounds are combined. This results in one sound replacing two other sounds. 

	Examples

	
	
	

	Swim [fim]
	
	Tree [fi]


Assimilatory (Harmony) Processes – occurs when one sound is influenced by another sound, where a sound assumes features or becomes similar to a second sound. This results in the two segments becoming more alike (harmonious), or frequently, become identical. Sound changes known as progressive assimilation occur if the sound that causes the sound change precedes the affected sound (e.g. gate [geik]). Sound changes known as regressive assimilation occur if the sound that causes the sound change follows the affected sound (e.g. soup [pup]).

1. Velar assimilation – occurs when a nonvelar sound is changed to a velar sound because of the influence, or dominance, of the velar.

	Examples

	

	Duck [gлk]
	Take [kek] 
	Coat [kok]

	(regressive assimilation—back)
	(regressive assimilation—back)
	(progressive assimilation—forward)


2. Nasal Assimilation – occurs when a nonnasal sound is changed because of the influence, or dominance, of the nasal consonant

	Examples

	

	Candy [næni]
	Lamb [læm] 
	Fun [nлn]

	(regressive assimilation—back)
	(regressive assimilation—back)
	(regressive assimilation—back)


3. Labial Assimilation – occurs when a nonlabial sound is changed to a labial consonant because of the influence of a labial consonant.

	Examples

	

	Bed [bεb]
	Table [bebu] 
	Pit [pip]

	(progressive assimilation—forward)
	(regressive assimilation—back)
	(progressive assimilation—forward)


